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Last day to see Rumsien Ohlone basket is Feb. 21st

(PACIFIC GROVE, Calif.) – Not only is she considered one of the area’s
best basket makers, Monterey County resident Linda Yamane is also the
only Rumsien Ohlone basket maker alive today. While her work is
regularly commissioned by Museums, her baskets are rarely on display
locally. One exception is the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History,
where one of her baskets is currently on exhibit.

Her piece, called a "watuupen" by the Rumsien Ohlone, will be on display
through Sunday, February 21st. The baskets’ owners used watuupens for
sewing materials and other small belongings. Traditionally, the baskets
were burned when its owner died. The basket on display is a coiled basket, woven of willow and sedge,
and decorated with red feathers, glass trade beads, clam disk beads, and abalone pendants. Yamane
wove it on commission for a private individual in Santa Cruz.

The basketry exhibit, located on the second floor of the Pacific Grove Museum, showcases rare and
historic California Indian baskets from the Central Coast, including two Ohlone baskets and one Salinan
basket. In addition, Ohlone and Salinan baskets from the private Nagy collection are also featured.
Besides the watuupen, the exhibit also displays native plants Yamane collected and processed as well as
a short video of her collecting and processing basketry plants to use in weaving a ceremonial basket. The
exhibit includes large-scale models of coiling and twining techniques, and a hands-on station for visitors
to weave strands in and out of wooden “basket” spokes.

"The process of making a traditional Ohlone basket is complex and very labor-intensive, but perhaps
that is why the result is so meaningful. I hope that my baskets, and the long human history they
represent, will help bring honor and respect to my Rumsien ancestors and to all of the region’s first
peoples,” said Linda Yamane.

The exhibit will be on indefinite display, with display items rotated every six months.  The next rotation
will focus on historic Ohlone baskets used in food preparation. For more information on this and other
exhibits, visit the Museum’s website at pgmuseum.org.
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Courtesy photo/ Linda Yamane
displays her handmade Rumsien
Ohlone basket at the Pacific
Grove Museum of Natural
History.


