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New Exhibit: Strange and Useful Animals
(PACIFIC GROVE, Calif.) – The Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History is
pleased to announce one of its quirkiest exhibits to date. “Strange and
Useful Animals: Shown in Figures from Nature 1780-1786,” is on display now
through Sunday, August 30th.

This wonderful exhibit features art taken from an 18th century series of 10
volumes, written by G.H. Borowski and J.F.W. Herbst, and printed between
1780 and 1786. These volumes, created before photography and the
Internet, depicts creatures drawn from animal skins and descriptions
provided by naturalists returning from various expeditions outside of
Europe - and not from actual observations of animals. Drawing an animal
“from nature” meant, variously, that the artist drew from a stuffed and
mounted skin, from a pinned insect specimen, or even from only a written
description.

This often led to rather odd representations.

During that period of time, naturalists shared their discoveries through
published descriptions and illustrations, and science began to emerge as a recognizable discipline as a
result. Illustrations for this whimsical 10 volume series were engraved by D. Glassbach and made after
the drawings of German artist Daniel Sotzman. The book plates ultimately were removed from their
bindings, sold as fine art prints, and donated to the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History in the
1980s.

Exhibitions Curator Annie Holdren said art has played an instrumental role in the sciences for centuries.

“Working in the 1780's, the artist had never seen any of these animals himself, yet he was responsible
for illustrations to accompany an encyclopedic work by German naturalists,” Holdren said.

For more information, visit the Museum’s website at
http://www.pgmuseum.org/exhibitions/#exhibitionsstrangeanimals.
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Courtesy Pacific Grove Museum of
Natural History/ Canada Porcupine
(Hystrix Dorasata Linn.) Classified today
as Erethizon dorsatum, from Vol. 1,
Natürliche Abbildungen der
merkwürdigsten Säugenden oder
Vierfüssigen Thiere nach ihren
Geschlechtern (1780).


