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Steelhead lecture swims to Museum on March 5
(PACIFIC GROVE, Calif.) – On Thursday, March 5, join the Pacific
Grove Museum of Natural History and Sean Hayes with the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for a
special illustrated lecture on steelhead trout.

Hayes will offer an evening talk on the fascinating species and
focus on a number of areas, including discussion on how the
environment dictates how different fish develop. His lecture,
titled “From Ridgetop to Wavetop” will also focus on habitat
use, ocean migration, life history decisions, as well as predator
and prey interactions.

Hayes has studied the fish for years and focused his research on the steelhead of the Central Coast,
specifically with a 12-year study at a small watershed located just north of Santa Cruz. Most coastal
California steelhead (such as those found in the Carmel and Big Sur Rivers) are federally listed as
threatened under the Endangered Species Act. Stocks situated in rivers farther south are listed as
endangered. The fish require connected watersheds from the upper reaches of the rivers, through
estuaries, and into the ocean. Water flow in the upper watersheds of these rivers is at constant risk of
reduction by drought, as well as by human consumption. In addition, summer flows must be low enough
for sandbars to build, forming a lagoon, but high enough the lagoon does not leach through the sand
bar. This has become a critical management issue and one that is likely to increase in importance over
time.

The March 5 lecture gets underway at 7 p.m. Admission for the event is $5 and free to Museum
members. The Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History is located at 165 Forest Avenue. Call 831-648-
5716 for more information.

# # #

Photo/NOAA/The Museum will host a
lecture on steelhead trout March 5 in Pacific
Grove.


