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Native plants garden grow from Monterey Peninsula schools
(PACIFIC GROVE, Calif.) – What makes a good pollinator garden?
A whole lot of fifth graders can now answer that question.

The Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History, the Arts Council
for Monterey County, Return of the Natives, and the Monterey
Peninsula Unified School District (MPUSD) have partnered with
the State Farm Youth Advisory Board on a new program
designed to bring native plant gardens to area schools. Called
Eco Ambassadors: Growing Our Solutions, this program was
made possible by a grant from State Farm and from MPUSD
LCAP funding.

"The Eco Ambassadors program offers an outstanding hands-on
learning experience for our 5th grade scholars," said MPUSD Superintendent Dr. PK Diffenbaugh. "Not only are
they able to correlate what they're learning in the classroom to the environment around them, they will value
these deep learning lessons about watershed and the environment well into adulthood. Moreover, our
teachers are very complimentary of how the program enhances their teaching in the classroom."

The new program has constructed new and expanded existing native plant gardens on all 11 elementary school
campuses within the Monterey Peninsula Unified School District. Fifth-grade classrooms in these 11 schools
received 5 sessions of science and art programming over the course of the school year, with an Earth Day
celebration scheduled for the last session. The program has reached approximately 800 5th grade students. All
participating 4th and 5th grade students will also receive pollinator seed packets, which will allow them to plant
native, pollinator-friendly plants at home, as part of the program.

This program is happening in partnership with MPUSD’s efforts to have more sustainable operations by
reducing the amount of water the district uses. The water savings helps reduce the environmental impact and
reduces the district’s water bill.

A press event has been scheduled for Friday, April 15th from 9am-10am at Ione Olson Elementary School in
Marina, CA (261 Beach Rd, Marina, CA 93933)

Learn more at the State Farm website: http://www.statefarmyab.com.
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