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Museum opens new PPIE exhibit, lectures on tap
(PACIFIC GROVE, Calif.) – In 1915, residents of Monterey County prepared for
an unforgettable opportunity to shine. Their moment in the sun came on June
11, 1915, at the Panama Pacific International Exposition (also known as the
World’s Fair in San Francisco) during Monterey County Day. The event came
with a number of exhibits, including a chair made from the wood of a tree
under which Junipero Serra preached, sardine promotional products, abalone,
a replica of the original Custom House,” and much more.

The PPIE, held to honor the opening of the Panama Canal two years earlier,
cost approximately $50 million dollars to build and spanned a whopping 635
acres in the city’s Marina District. The fair hosted nearly 20 million visitors
before it ended. Several exhibit items, however, found a new home at the
Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History, including marine specimens last seen
on display 100 years ago.

The Museum will be among those celebrating the PPIE’s century mark with an
exciting temporary exhibit and two lectures. “Monterey County at the Panama
Pacific International Exposition” can be viewed on the second-floor mezzanine now through the end of
the year. On Saturday, June 20, the Museum will host the lecture: “A visit to ‘Jewel City’: How the 1915
Panama Pacific International Exhibition saved the California abalone industry and made Monterey ‘the
Sardine Capitol of the World.’” Tim Thomas, historian and former curator for the Monterey Maritime
and History Museum, is a guest curator for the Museum’s PPIE exhibit and will provide the lecture. The
Museum will also offer a lecture on Saturday, Aug. 8, in honor of the Aug. 27, 1915, Pageant of
Monterey. The lecture, “People of the Panama Pacific International Exposition” is presented by PPIE
Historian Laura Ackley from 3-4 p.m.

For more information visit the Museum’s website at pgmuseum.org/exhibitions/#PPIE.
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