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Shrooms of the Central Coast
(PACIFIC GROVE, Calif.) – If you happened to be a kid in
the early 1980s, or simply a fan of Saturday morning
cartoons, you might remember the Smurfs and their little
village made from large red and white mushrooms.

What fans of the Smurfs may not remember is how these
little mushroom homes closely resembled Amanita
muscaria, a mushroom that can be found in the central
coast region of California - and anywhere with woods,
groves, open areas and pastures. It’s likely Papa Smurf
never mentioned how poisonous Amanita muscaria is
either, but ingesting the mushroom can indeed have a life-
ending effect on those who devour it. The mushroom,
once nicknamed “the Destroying Angel,” has been blamed
for numerous deaths over the years.

A beautiful model replica of this mushroom, as well as other fungi found in the area, can now be viewed
at the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History. These replicas were created in the 1950s by former
Museum Curator and Director Merton Hinshaw. What some may not realize is many of the amphibians
and reptiles on display on the second-floor mezzanine of the Museum are also models made by
Hinshaw. He created plaster molds, cast the impressions in latex, then painted the models in life-like
colors.

“I love looking at all of the odd things we have in the museum's collections,” said Exhibitions Curator
Annie Holdren. “These mushroom models had never been cataloged, but they were in a couple of boxes
that caught my eye. I see them as miniature sculptures, cast from nature but selected and painted by
the 1950s curator/director who spent his time making them.”

The Museum is open Tuesday through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. View more information on the
Museum’s website at pgmuseum.org.
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Courtesy photo/A model of Amanita muscaria at the
Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History.


