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Pacific Grove monarch season winds down 

(PACIFIC GROVE, Calif.) – Butterfly season at the Pacific Grove Monarch Sanctuary has 

officially ended.  

Per a February 4th count, approximately 1,268 monarchs were observed by 

volunteers and staff with the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History around the 

Pacific Grove landmark. At the height of the season in November, approximately 

17,000 monarch butterflies were observed at the site. Following their mating season, 

monarchs typically begin their migratory cycle in mid to late February and do not 

return to the area until around mid-October.  

Museum Education Manager Nick Stong said this year’s peak is higher than last 

season, which peaked at approximately 11,000. 

“Due to the protocols used to count monarchs at California overwintering sites, our 

November count of 17,000 refects an actual number of anywhere from 13,500-20,400 

(about a 20 percent margin of error),” Stong said. “Taking that into account, as well as the dynamic 

nature of monarch overwintering behavior, it would be difficult to draw any conclusions regarding the 

overall population of western monarchs by simply looking at these numbers. It was great to see so many 

monarchs at the Sanctuary this year, and we hope the number goes up next season.” 

Each year, volunteers and Museum staff engage in the annual Thanksgiving Count, observing monarchs 

from a number of overwintering sites scattered throughout Monterey County. Results  from the counts 

are reported to the nonprofit Xerces Society. According to this year’s Monterey County numbers, a large 

number of monarchs were observed overwintering at a private location in Big Sur, with 39,753 

monarchs counted at the height of the season. Last year, just over 5,000 monarchs were observed at the 

same site.  

“In 2014, volunteers counted more than 32,000 monarchs at one of the Big Sur overwintering sites,” 

Stong said. “The Soberanes fire and a few very cold weeks are only a couple of the many factors that 

may have influenced the movements of the monarchs this year.” 

The Sanctuary is located at 250 Ridge Road and is free to enter. Visit the Museum’s monarch page at 

pgmuseum.org/monarch-viewing. 
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