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Seeking monarch sanctuary docents
(PACIFIC GROVE, Calif.) – While October may seem far
away, the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History is
already preparing for this fall’s annual monarch migration.

Museum staff will offer a special monarch docent meeting
Tuesday, September 1st, at 6 p.m. for anyone interested in
becoming a volunteer at the Pacific Grove Monarch
Sanctuary, located at 250 Ridge Road. A second meeting is
also scheduled for Wednesday, October 7th, at 6 p.m.
Contact Museum Education Programs Manager Allison
Watson at outreach@pgmuseum.org or call 831.648.5716,
ext. 20 for more information.

“Monarch docents are needed now more than ever,” Watson said. “With tens of thousands of people
visiting the monarch sanctuary each year, they help spread the message of conservation that inspires
visitors from around the globe to do their part and help save pollinators.”

While in the Sanctuary, a monarch docent will talk to guests about the life cycle of the monarch, share
the importance of the butterfly's winter habitat, and help visitors view the monarchs.

“A docent helps point out the massive clusters of monarchs, which look like dead leaves, and provide
binoculars and viewing scopes for the public to help them get a better look at these fascinating
animals,” Watson said.

It’s been an exciting year for monarchs on the Central Coast. The Pacific Grove Museum of Natural
History joined the Monarch Joint Venture (MJV) in March as part of its continuing monarch preservation
and education efforts. In November, a whopping 24,000 monarch butterflies were counted at the height
of the season, up approximately 10,000 from the 2013/14 season. While these numbers are higher than
last year, overall monarch numbers continue to decline throughout the country.

Other highlights from the season included tagging approximately 3,000 monarch butterflies in
November and December at three overwintering site in Monterey County, as well as sampling the
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butterflies for Ophryocystis elektroscirrha (O.e.) parasites. The Museum also unveiled a small gallery
space dedicated to monarchs during the popular Science Saturday: Monarch Magic event in November
of last year.

In February, the Museum hosted Sarina Jepsen, with the Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation,
for a lecture on efforts to possibly list monarch butterflies as a threatened species following news of a
U.S. Fish and Wildlife decision to monitor the species for a year.

For more information on monarchs, visit the Museum online at http://www.pgmuseum.org/monarch-
viewing/. Other volunteering opportunities will also be discussed during these meetings.
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