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Thousands of paper monarchs migrate to Pacific Grove

(PACIFIC GROVE, Calif.) – The butterflies are colored with care. Their
wings shine orange and black, and many look as if they might
actually be real monarchs. They’re made of paper of course, but the
monarchs arriving by mail at the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural
History are just as fascinating as the butterflies themselves.

That’s because the paper monarchs came from nearly 20 classrooms
– all found in areas of the United States that lay in the path of the
western monarch migration route. That includes areas in Oregon,
Washington, Idaho and Nevada. Students in Canada also participated
in this endeavor, which Museum Exhibitions Curator Annie Holdren
spearheaded last fall. Holdren contacted schools along the migration
path and provided black and white butterflies for students to cut out and color for a participatory art
project. A number of garden clubs also involved children in the project, she added.

Many western monarchs choose Pacific Grove as their location of choice when it comes winter habitats.
Holdren used the monarchs created by students, which their teachers mailed to the Museum, to create
“overwintering clusters” in the monarch gallery and also mimic the actual monarch migration. The name
of the school, city, and state or province can be found inside the paper butterfly, which Holdren said is
similar to having tagged monarchs migrate to the area.

"It's so much fun to open an envelope and find the butterflies inside. I always look to see from how far
away they've traveled, and I love knowing that each one was colored, cut and sent by an individual child
to Pacific Grove," Holdren said.

To learn more about western monarchs, visit the Museum’s website at www.pgmuseum.org/monarch-
viewing/.
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Curator Annie Holdren opens an
envelope full of student-made
paper monarchs. The monarchs
are on display as clusters in the
Museum’s Monarch Gallery.


