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California Naturalist registration begins 

(PACIFIC GROVE, Calif.) – Exploring the California Central Coast and 

understanding what makes the area great can be a daunting task. From 

diverse geology to the sprawling sea, Monterey County is rich in 

natural history. Beginning Saturday, March 13th, the Pacific Grove 

Museum of Natural History will offer its popular California Naturalist 

course in partnership with the University of California Cooperative 

Extension. 

California Naturalist class consists of in-class meetings, as well as 

readings from the California Naturalist Handbook, and four Saturday 

field trips to a number of locations in Monterey County. The program 

runs from Monday, March 13th, to Monday, May 22nd. California Naturalist covers the natural and 

cultural history of California, with an in-depth look at our local ecology. Through field trips, classroom 

instruction and hands-on exercises, participants will observe and learn about the variety of plant and 

animal communities of our region. Through the course, participants will develop their ability to observe 

nature and learn tools to improve these skills. In addition, participants will improve their communication 

skills by sharing knowledge with other participants and by working on a group project. 

Nick Stong, Education Manager for the Museum, said participants can expect to leave the program with 

an increased appreciation and knowledge of California's natural spaces, and a sense of stewardship and 

curiosity for the natural world. " 

"The California Naturalist course is exciting because it is accessible and open to all levels of nature-

enthusiasts. Whether you are a trail-hardened naturalist, or merely a new resident to the Monterey Bay 

area and want to learn more about your natural surroundings, the syllabus of speakers and field trips 

has something to offer for everyone,” Stong said. “Over the course of the class, you have the 

opportunity to work with and learn from experts in their respective fields.” 

Students enrolled in the course receive University of California certification as a California Naturalist 

after completing 40-hours of hands-on training from expert instructors and fellow learners. 

Registration cost for the class is $450. To register, visit the Museum’s website at 

pgmuseum.org/california-naturalist/. 
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