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Monarch butterflies celebrated in Pacific Grove 

(PACIFIC GROVE, Calif.) – The monarchs are beginning to arrive on the central 

coast.  

Staff and volunteers at the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History on 

Saturday, October 7th, observed 42 monarch butterfllies at the Monarch 

Grove Sanctuary in Pacific Grove. Last year at this time, staff counted 

approximately 50 butterflies at the site.  

Museum volunteers will offer monarch interpretation and education 

programs at the Sanctuary beginning Wednesday, November 1st, from noon 

to 3 p.m. Weekend hours are 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on weekends. 

The natural history museum will celebrate the return of the monarchs to 

the Monterey Peninsula with two events in the coming weeks, beginning with the 2017 Butterfly Ball. 

This annual gala will be held Saturday, November 4th, beginning at 6 p.m. and feature dancing and fine 

dining as well as a silent drawing. Tickets, which cost $100 for members and $120 for nonmembers, can 

be purchased on the Museum’s website at pgmuseum.org/butterfly-ball/. 

“We’re excited for this year’s Butterfly Ball. For us, it’s a wonderful way to kick off the monarch season 

in Pacific Grove,” said Museum Executive Director Jeanette Kihs.  

The celebration continues on Saturday, November 25th, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with Science Saturday: 

Magnificent Monarchs. Science Saturdays are family-oriented educational events and are free for all 

visitors, whether or not they reside in Monterey County. Magnificent Monarchs will allow visitors to 

view live butterflies, create origami monarchs, have your face painted like a monarch, and more. 

The Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History is located at 165 Forest Avenue. For more information, 

visit their website at pgmuseum.org or call 831-648-5716. Monarch Grove Sanctuary is located at 250 

Ridge Road off Lighthouse Avenue 
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The annual Butterfly Ball begins 
at 6 p.m. on Saturday, 
November 4th. 


