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University of California Partners with the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural 

History to Offer California Naturalist Certification Program 

Do you enjoy learning about the natural world? Would you like to learn about the amazing and unique 

ecology of California? If so, become a certified California Naturalist! The Pacific Grove Museum is 

partnering with University of California Cooperative Extension to offer this certification program for 

Monterey County. According to Adina Merenlender with the UC Cooperative Extension, “There are 

Master Naturalist programs in 26 other states, but this is the first such program for California that will 

engage adults including teachers, docents, land stewards, and nature enthusiasts in service learning and 

participatory research.” 

The Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History is hosting its first California Naturalist Certification Course 

beginning April 18th and running through June 27th.   

Students receive University of California certification as a California Naturalist after completing 40-hours 

of hands-on training with expert instructors and fellow learners- studying natural history, environmental 

interpretation, and conservation stewardship. Course instructors are local field experts and scientists 

selected from organizations working directly with our local natural resources such as the Bureau of Land 

Management, California State University- Monterey Bay, and the Center for Natural Lands Management. 

The California Naturalist class covers the natural and cultural history of California, with an in-depth look 

at our local ecology. Through field trips, classroom instruction and hands-on exercises, participants will 

observe and learn about the variety of plant and animal communities of our region. Through the course, 

participants will develop their ability to observe nature and will learn tools to improve these skills. In 

addition, participants will improve their communication skills by sharing knowledge with other 

participants and by working on a group project. 

The certification classes will be held at the Pacific Grove Museum every Wednesday from 6- 8:30pm 

from April 18th to June 27th. There will also be three Saturday field trips, the dates of which are to be 

determined. The cost of the course is $340, including materials. Pacific Grove Museum volunteers who 

have logged more than 25 hours before the start of the course will be able to register at a reduced rate 

of $150.  

To register for the California Naturalist program, please contact Ann Wasser at (831) 648-5716 ext 14 or 

limpets@pgmuseum.org. For more information on the UC Cooperative Extension, go to 

http://ucanr.org/sites/uccnp.  

California Naturalist Certification Program is sponsored by the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History 

and the University of California Cooperative Extension.  
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