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SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS 

 

Below is the schedule for the Museum’s special exhibitions and programs. Special exhibits are shown at the 
Museum for less than two years.  
 
With a few exceptions, most of the Museum Programs fall into the following categories: 
 

 Science Saturdays refer to a drop-in program for children where hands-on science activities on 
featured topics are available. Science Saturdays target children in grades K-6th. Science Saturdays are 
held the last Saturday of each month. 
 

 Museum Lectures are lectures from noted scientists and experts for adult audiences. 
 

 Opening Receptions typically launch new special exhibitions. Geared to adults, they generate 
excitement and publicity for a new exhibition and sometimes are accompanied with a short talk 
relating to the exhibition.  

 
Please note that while this special exhibition schedule is fairly stable, changes can arise and the program 
schedule is very fluid and subject to change in both programming types and schedules. 



 

 

Special Exhibitions 

Exhibition Description Programs 

Monarchs 
Come Home 

July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014 
 
“Monarchs Come Home” engages visitors in 
understanding how the homecoming of monarch 
butterflies to the Central Coast is one part of a unique 
and miraculous annual cycle. Since opening in 2012, 
this special exhibition has proven highly popular. It 
will remain open through the 2013-2014 fiscal year, 
allowing time to prepare a permanent gallery space 
dedicated to monarch butterflies. 

 

 Summer Day Camp: Buggin’ 
Out 
July 8-12, 2013 

 Summer Day Camp: Science 
Da Vinci Style 
July 15-19 

MVSEVM 
 

July 1 – Sunday, October 6, 2013 
 
“The MVSEVM” celebrates the founding spirit of the 
130-year-old PG Museum, when scientists and 
citizens roamed the region and the world collecting 
natural specimens and artifacts. They brought back 
rare and curious items for study, and the museum 
grew to house “wonders of nature” made available 
for display and learning. The exhibition will close after 
a run of a full year, in order to continue use of the 
space as the museum’s Special Exhibitions Gallery. 

 Feast of Lanterns Chalk Fest 
July 20, 2013 

 Science Saturday: Museum 
Identification Day 
July 27 

 Science Saturday: Dinosaurs 
and Fossils 
August 31 

 Lecture and Film: Nature, 
Beauty, Gratitude by Louis 
Schwartzberg 
September 7, 2013 

 Science Saturday: Sea Otters 
September 28 

 Fund Raiser: Butterfly Ball 
October 5, 2013 

 Lecture: Serpentine ecology 
and evolution on a strange 
soil by Susan Harrison 
October 19 

 Science Saturday: Spiders 
and Snakes 
October 26 



 

Special Exhibitions 

Exhibition Description Programs 

Central Coast 
Landscapes: 
Celebrating 
Nature in 
Painting 

Friday, November 8, 2013 – Saturday, April 5, 2014 
 
This juried exhibition shows the Central Coast’s 
dramatic and diverse scenery through the eyes and 
brushes of contemporary artists. Selected artworks 
capture the natural beauty of our region, and attract 
visitors with a heightened awareness of this region’s 
diverse habitats. They celebrate the tradition 
established by renowned landscape artist Albert 
DeRome (1885-1959), who painted scenic 
backgrounds for exhibits at the Pacific Grove 
Museum.  
 

 Opening Reception: Central 
Coast Landscapes 
November 8 

 Lecture: Central Coast 
Landscape Painting by Scott 
Shields 
November 9 

 Science Saturday: Monarch 
Magic 
November 30 

 No Science Saturday in Dec. 
 Science Saturday: Amazing 

Migrations 
January 25, 2014 

 Science Saturday: Marvelous 
Mushrooms (includes Sandy’s 
Birthday Party) 
February 22 

 Science Saturday: Bees, 
Wasps, Honey, and Hives 
March 29 
 

53rd Annual 
Wildflower 
Show 
 

Friday, April 18 - Sunday, April 20, 2014 
 
Guests are encouraged to create personal lists of their 
favorite wildflowers while viewing hundreds of 
wildflower species and varieties during the largest 
wildflower show in the Northern and Western 
Hemispheres. This show is a collaboration between 
the Museum and the Monterey Bay Chapter of the 
California Native Plant Society. 
 

 Wildflower Show 
April 18, 19, 20 

 Science Saturday:  
Flowers, Fruits, and Seeds 
April 26 

 Various lectures and 
demonstrations will be 
planned to coincide with the 
Wildflower Show. 

 

5th Annual 
Illustrating 
Nature 
 
 

Friday, May 2 - Sunday, June 15, 2014 
 
All good science begins with observation. This 
exhibition presents exemplary images from the 
portfolios of students graduating from the acclaimed 
Science Illustration post-graduate program at CSUMB.  
Artwork includes animals, habitats, and science 
concepts illustrated using both traditional and digital 
techniques.  
 

 Opening Reception 
Friday, May 2 

 No Science Saturday in May 

 Science Saturday: topic TBD 
June 28 

 Life-mounted bird specimen 
conservation will be 
scheduled 

 

 



 

 

LONG-TERM EXHIBITIONS 

 

The following are possible changes in long-term galleries in FY 2013/2014. If funding exists, some facility 
improvements to improve the visitor experience are also listed. Although these improvements are not 
exhibitions or programs, they do improve the overall visitor experience and galleries and listing them in this 
document will increase the visibility of these improvements. 
 

1. The on-loan rock fish exhibit will be returned to owner after having been showcased in the mezzanine 
gallery for approximately four years. In its place a case featuring California state symbols will be 
installed. This case will feature items such as the California state rock (serpentine,) the California state 
Animal (the now extinct California Grizzly bear,) and the California state butterfly, the dogface 
butterfly. 

2. If funding allows, garden walls to enhance security of the backyard and to transform the backyard into 
a more natural experience by obscuring views of cars and parking lots. The walls would be of adobe 
and have two current gates, in the same location of the current gates, made of wrought iron. 

3. If funding allows, the closet in the downstairs education room will be removed and the bathroom will 
be converted into an ADA accessible bathroom. 

4. A drinking fountain has been purchased for the backyard Native Plant Garden. It should be installed in 
FY 2013/2014. 

5. Possible removal of the drop ceiling tiles underneath mezzanine of the main hall gallery to expose the 
wood rafters. Includes possible installation of cork tiles to absorb sound and an update of gallery 
lighting. 

6. If funding allows, the museum’s prep kitchen will be reinstalled into part of the workroom to better 
support events. A wall will be constructed to separate the prep kitchen and the work area. 

7. If funding allows, one or maybe two signage boards in the museum’s outside entryway. This signage 
would provide information to visitors about hours of operation, upcoming museum events, and related 
community events accessible even when the museum is closed.  

 


