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Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History 

12-Month Exhibition and Programs Plan 

July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012 

 

 

SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS 

 

Below is the schedule for the Museum’s special exhibitions and programs. Special exhibits are shown at the 

Museum for less than one year.  

 

Most of the Museum Programs fall into the following categories: 

 

 Science Saturdays refer to a drop-in program for families where hands-on science activities, arts and 

crafts on featured topics are available throughout the Museum. Science Saturdays are held on the last 

Saturday of each month. Science Saturdays are not scheduled in May or December. 

 

 Museum Lectures are lectures from noted scientists and experts for adult audiences. 

 

 Opening Receptions typically launch new special exhibitions. Geared to adults, opening receptions 

often include a keynote speaker, and festivities such as music, wine, and light refreshments.  

 

Please note that while this special exhibition schedule is fairly stable, changes can arise and the program 

schedule is very fluid and subject to change in both types of programming and programming schedule. 
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Special Exhibitions 

Exhibition Description FY 11/12 Programming 

Mountain Lions Friday, February 4, 2011 – Sunday, September 4, 2011 

The density of lions in Monterey County is believed to be 

among the highest in North America. The Ventana 

Wilderness, Los Padres National Forest and coastal state 

parks of Big Sur are the settings depicted.  

 

This special exhibition marries information from Mountain 

Lion research with fine art photography by acclaimed 

wildlife photographer Ivan Eberle to bring a balanced view 

to common perceptions (and misperceptions) about 

mountain lions. Eberle’s photography witnesses the 

remarkable human-avoidance behavior of Puma concolor 

despite their presence in nearly every habitat of Monterey 

County. 

 

This exhibition: 

 educates the public on the widespread prevalence of 

mountain lions in Monterey County despite a relative 

paucity of sightings; 

 educates the public on how to act if they encounter a 

mountain lion; 

 places fear of living among lions into perspective 

placing the still statistically miniscule number of 

human-lion encounters and attacks into context; 

 educates how to further minimize potential for lion-

human conflicts. 

 

 Science Saturday 

July 30, 2011, 11am-3pm 

 

 Science Saturday 
August 27, 2011, 11am-3pm 

 

 It’s for the Birds 

September 23-25, 2011 

Fund raiser to raise funds for 

conserving birds in Museum 

collection and to support Museum 

operations. 

 

 Science Saturday 
September 24, 2011, 11am-3pm 

Birds 

 

 

 

Ray Troll’s Blue 

Seas, Green Seas 

Saturday, October 1, 2011 – Sunday, January 29, 2012 

This special exhibition consists of over 50 framed original 

colored pencil drawings by artist Ray Troll, done in 

preparation for Pacific Grove’s NOAA mural.  

 

The exhibition’s goals include enlightening the viewing 

audience’s awareness of the constantly shifting ecosystems 

of the California Current, from colder waters (greener) to 

warmer waters (bluer), and the corresponding shift from an 

anchovy-based food chain to one with sardines at the based 

food chain. This dramatic “sea change” has played out 

along California’s coast since time immemorial, and has 

consequently impacted the lives of generations of 

Californians whose livelihoods depend on the sea. The 

images reflect NOAA’s research into shifting ocean 

ecologies along the California coastline, especially in terms 

of climate change; and also reflects the rich history of the 

Monterey Peninsula. 

 

 

 Opening Reception 

October 1, 2011, 5-7 

 

 October Lecture-The Science 

behind Ray Troll’s Art by Frank 

Schwing  

 

 Science Saturday  
October 29, 2011, 11-3 

Snakes and Spiders 

 

 November Lecture-Sperm 

Whales and Squid by Sarah 

Mesnick  

 

 Science Saturday 

November 26, 2011, 11-3  

Monarch Magic 
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Special Exhibitions 

Exhibition Description FY 11/12 Programming 

 

 No Science Saturday in 

December, 2011 

 

 Science Saturday 

January 28, 2012, 11-3 

 

 Science Saturday 

February 25, 2012, 11-3 

 

Butterflies 

 

Saturday, March 31, 2012  –  Sunday, August 5, 2012 

This special exhibition showcases the museum’s collections 

of mounted butterflies. Its spatial focus broadens from 

Monterey County to the State of California to the world. 

For each regional focus, selected stories will engage public 

interest. For example, the endangered Smith’s blue 

butterfly and the iconic monarch butterfly will be featured 

for Monterey County. The museum’s Sternisky Collection, 

housed in special, furniture-quality cases built by the 

collector, will be on display as part of the California 

section. The iridescent colors and striking protective 

coloration of butterflies from around the world will 

complete the exhibition. 

 Science Saturday 

March 31, 2012, 11-3 

 

 Opening Reception 
Saturday, March 31, 2012 

5pm – 7pm 

 

 Science Saturday 

April 28, 2012, 11am-3pm  

 

 No Science Saturday in May, 

2012 

 

 Science Saturday 

June 30, 2012, 11-3 

 

 Lecture Series likely to be 

scheduled with various butterfly 

scientists.  

   

51
st
 Annual 

Wildflower 

Show 

 

Friday, April 20, 2012 – Sunday, April 22, 2012 

 

Museum guests can enjoy viewing wildflower species in 

addition to art classes and illustration demonstrations by 

naturalist John Muir Laws. A collaboration of the 

California Native Plant Society Monterey Bay Chapter and 

the Museum, this wild flower show is the largest (in terms 

of number of different wild flower species) in the Northern 

and Western Hemispheres.  

 

 Wildflower Show 

April 20, 21, 22, 2012, 10am – 

5pm 

 

 

3
rd

 Annual 

Illustrating 

Nature 

 

 

Thursday, May 3, 2012 – Friday, June 1, 2012 

 

All good science begins with observation. This exhibition 

celebrates the fresh perspectives of water-related animals, 

habitats, and concepts from students attending CSUMB’s 

acclaimed Science Illustration program.  

 

 Opening Reception 
Thursday, May 3, 2012, 5pm – 

7pm 

 

 Live Drawing Demonstration 
CSUMB Science Illustration 

students. 
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LONG-TERM EXHIBITIONS 

 

Whereas the Museum does offer permanent gallery space, there is not anticipation that exhibitions installed in 

this space are permanent forever with no changes. For that reason, exhibitions in permanent galleries are labeled 

long-term exhibitions.  

 

The following are the possible anticipated changes in long-term exhibitions in FY2011/2012. Some facility 

improvements to improve the visitor experience are also listed: 

 

1. Outside signage in the Museum’s outside entryway. This signage would provide information to visitors 

on hours of operations, upcoming events, and related community events.  

 

2. Drinking fountains will most likely be installed in the backyard Native Plant Garden. 

 

3. Garden walls will be designed to enhance security in the backyard and to transform the backyard into a 

more natural experience by obscuring views of cars and parking lots.  

 

4. The cabinets in the Museum’s “Humans and Nature” room, formerly “Room of Man” will be surplused 

to the City. These cabinets do not meet the exhibition needs of the space in terms of integrating with the 

1932 historic period of reference, in terms of promoting health and safety of the Museum staff and of the 

public (the glass is not tempered), in terms of protecting the artifacts (the cases are currently not UV 

protected,) and in terms of the size of the cases (many of these cases use false backs to reduce the size of 

the display case thus wasting space n the room.) Either new display cases will be designed for the room 

or existing older Museum cases with more of the historic character of the Museum will be upgraded 

with tempered UV protected glass for displays. 

 

5. The butterfly special exhibition opening in March 2012 is being designed so that possible elements 

could be re-installed into the Museum’s main gallery when the special exhibition closes. The natural 

history story of the Monarchs, and local butterflies in general, is a critical story of the California Central 

Coast dramatically impacting local economies and cultural. The Museum plans to ultimately install a 

butterfly exhibition on the first floor of the Museum’s main gallery.  

 

 

 


