
5/3/10 

Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History 

12-Month Exhibition and Programs Plan 

July 2010 – June 2011 

 

 

SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS 

 

Below is the schedule for the Museum’s special exhibitions and programs. Special exhibits are shown at the 

Museum for less than one year. This Special Exhibitions schedule is divided into two tables representing the 

two venues available for special exhibitions: the Special Exhibition Hall and the Vern Yadon Gallery.  

 

With a few exceptions, most of the Museum Programs fall into the following categories: 

 

 Science Saturdays/Sundays refer to a drop-in program for children where hands-on science activities on 

featured topics are available in the Museum’s Education Room. Science Saturdays target children in 

grades K-6
th

. Science Saturdays are held the last Saturday of each month through September and the last 

Sunday of the month beginning in August. The Museum is moving Science Saturdays to Science 

Sundays to be responsive to audience feedback. Many parents on school field trips and many in the 

community have indicated that they cannot participate in this program because children sporting events 

occur on Saturdays. There is no Science Sunday in May or December.. 

 

 Family Fun Days refer to partner organizations and Museum volunteers filling the larger Special 

Exhibition Hall with adult and child fun activities and information relating to a specific topic area.  

 

 Museum Lectures are lectures from noted scientists and experts for adult audiences. 

 

 Opening Receptions typically launch new special exhibition being displayed in the Special Exhibition 

Hall. Geared to adults, they generate excitement and publicity for a new exhibition and sometimes are 

accompanied with a short talk relating to the exhibition.  

 

Please note that while this special exhibition schedule is fairly stable, changes can arise and the program 

schedule is very fluid and subject to change in both types of programming and programming schedule. 
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Special Exhibition Hall 

Exhibition Description Programs 

Depicting 

Nature: Albert 

T. DeRome 

(1885-1959) 

Sunday, June 20 – September, 11, 2010 

This exhibition features Albert T. DeRome original 

photographs and paintings of our local landscapes such as 

the Oak woodlands, Coastal scrub, and Coastal Dune 

habitats. DeRome’s art exemplifies the extraordinary 

diversity of our local habitats and bioregions. DeRome’s 

love of nature drew him to the Pacific Grove Museum of 

Natural History where he painted many exhibit case 

backdrops still in use today.  

 

(Most of the following excerpt is from the DeRome website 

www.atderome.com ) 

 

The artist DeRome followed in the tradition of John Muir 

and his friend William Keith believing that man should 

exist in harmony with nature.  

 

DeRome was inspired by changes in the sky and water and 

on land. DeRome frequented locations where the sky and 

water and land came together. Places like Lover’s Point in 

Pacific Grove, the mouth of the Carmel River, Fremont 

Peak, and Guadalupe creek. He returned to these places 

throughout his life.  

 

De Rome was also a photographer. It seems that after 

shooting a roll of film, DeRome would then choose his 

favorite photos to personally work on in his home 

darkroom. Some evolved into subjects of oil paintings. 

 

 Opening Reception 
Saturday June 19th 

 Science Saturday  
June 26, 11am-3pm  

Habitats and Biomes 

 Feast of Lanterns  

Family Fun Day  
July 24, 11am-3pm 

 Science Saturday  
July 31, 11am-3pm  

Light, Shadows, and 

Photography 

 Science Sunday 
Aug 29, 11am-3pm 

Dinosaur Day (CVGMS) 

 Museum Lectures to be 

determined  

 Summer Camps  
(Natural Science camp in June, 

”Our Town” camp teaching 

economic fundamentals in July 

and Physical Science camp in 

August) 

 

http://www.atderome.com/
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Special Exhibition Hall 

Exhibition Description Programs 

Glow:  

Living Lights 

 

Saturday, October 2, 2010 – Sunday, January 2, 2011 

Discover the science behind Avatar's glowing night world. 

Journey through the Museum's dark and mysterious gallery 

to explore the science behind bioluminescence. What 

is bioluminescence and how does it differ from other forms 

of light? Rare preserved specimens and scientifically 

accurate models let you witness some of the most 

incredible creatures ever seen – from the familiar firefly 

and glowworm to the alien-looking angler fish and 

siphonophore, the longest living creature on Earth. See live 

glowing flashlight fish and Dinoflagellates. Discover how 

research into bioluminescence is helping to find cancer 

cures and detect harmful pathogens. 

Glow: Living Lights is curated by the world’s leading 

authorities on bioluminescence; Edith A. Widder, Ph.D. 

and James F. Case, Ph.D. Dr. Widder is a renowned 

biologist and deep-sea explorer. In addition to being an 

author on over 50 peer-reviewed scientific publications, she 

has also written a children's book and produced an 

educational video on bioluminescence. After sixteen years 

with Harbor Branch Oceanography Institution in Fort 

Pierce, Florida, most recently in the position of Senior 

Scientist and Director of the Bioluminescence Department, 

she co-founded the Ocean Research & Conservation 

Foundation were she now serves as President and Senior 

Scientist. Her research interests in bioluminescence 

developed out of her experience piloting deep sea dives in 

single-person submersibles. Her work has been featured in 

BBC, PBS, Discovery Channel and National Geographic 

television productions. In 2006 she was awarded a 

prestigious MacArthur Fellowship. 

Dr. Case is a distinguished researcher in the field of 

bioluminescence with interests in both in marine and 

terrestrial forms. His extensive writings include over 140 

peer-reviewed publications and three books. Dr. Case is a 

Research Professor in the Marine Science Institute at 

University of California, Santa Barbara.  Active research 

projects include counter illumination on midshipman fish, 

bioluminescence prediction in the coastal regime, and 

firefly bioluminescence communication. 

 Special Glow Member Day 
Friday, October 1, 2010 

10am – 5pm 

 Opening Reception 
Friday, October 1, 2010  

5pm – 7pm 

 Lecture Series likely to be 

scheduled with various experts in 

bioluminescence. Also a lecturer 

will be scheduled to participate 

in the PG Chautauqua. 

 Science Sunday 

September 25, 11am-3pm 

Bioluminescence 

 Science Sunday 

October 31, 11am-3pm  

Night time animals. 

 Family Fun Day  
Nov 27, 11am – 3pm 

Monarch Madness  

 Science Sunday 
January 29, 11am-3pm 

Migrations 

http://www.lifesci.ucsb.edu/~case/
http://www.lifesci.ucsb.edu/~case/
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Special Exhibition Hall 

Exhibition Description Programs 

Mountain Lions Friday, February 4, 2011 – August 7, 2011 

The density of lions in Monterey County is believed to be 

among the highest in North America. The Ventana 

Wilderness, Los Padres National Forest and coastal state 

parks of Big Sur are the settings depicted.  

 

This special exhibition marries information from Mountain 

Lion research with fine art photography by acclaimed 

wildlife photographer Ivan Eberle to bring a balanced view 

to common perceptions (and misperceptions) about 

mountain lions. Eberle’s photography witnesses the 

remarkable human-avoidance behavior of Puma concolor 

despite their presence in nearly every habitat of Monterey 

County. 

 

This exhibition will: 

 educate the public on the widespread prevalence of 

mountain lions in Monterey County despite a relative 

paucity of sightings, 

 dispel an irrational fear of living among lions that 

many Californians are developing from recent media 

sensationalism based upon an increased--but still 

statistically miniscule-- number of human-lion 

encounters and attacks, 

 educate how to further minimize potential for lion-

human conflicts, and 

 inspire the general public about the health of the local 

inland ecosystem 

 

 Lecture Series likely to be 

scheduled: 

 Ivan Eberle, Wildlife 

Photographer, photographing 

Mountain Lions. 

 Mark Stromberg, UC 

Hastings Preserve, 

researching Mountain Lions. 

 Science Sunday 

February 26, 11am-3pm  

Mountain Lions 

 

 

50
th

 Annual 

Wildflower 

Show 

 

Friday, April 15, 2011 – Sunday, April 17, 2011 

 

Museum guests can enjoy viewing wildflower species in 

addition to art classes and illustration demonstrations by 

naturalist John Muir Laws. A collaboration of the 

California Native Plant Society Monterey Bay Chapter and 

the Museum, this wild flower show is the largest (in terms 

of number of different wild flower species) in the Northern 

and Western Hemispheres.  

 

This being the 50
th
 show, the Museum is planning for 

significantly more programming to accompany this show. 

 

 Science Sunday 

March 27, 11am-3pm  

Plants and Flowers 

 Wildflower Show 

April 15, 16, 17, 10am – 5pm 

 Various lectures and 

demonstrations may be planned 

to celebrate the anniversary of 

the 50
th
 Annual Wildflower 

show.  

 Science Sunday 

April 30, 11am-3pm  

The Art, Science, and Math of 

Basket making  

(maybe a Family Fun Day) 
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Special Exhibition Hall 

Exhibition Description Programs 

2
nd

 Annual 

Illustrating 

Nature 

 

 

Saturday, April 30 – Friday, June 3, 2011  

 

All good science begins with observation. This exhibition 

celebrates the fresh perspectives of water-related animals, 

habitats, and concepts from students attending CSUMB’s 

acclaimed Science Illustration program. 

 

Since the Mountain Lion exhibition will still be in the main 

Special Exhibition Hall, this exhibition will either use 

temporary walls to overtake over this same hall or be 

displayed in an alternate space in the Museum.  

 

 Opening Reception 
Friday, April 30, 5pm – 7pm 

 Live Drawing Demonstration 
CSUMB Science Illustration 

students 

 No Science Saturday in May 

 

 

Vern Yadon Gallery 

Exhibit Description Programs 

Water Wise 

 

Exhibition date to be determined. 

 
This exhibition showcases water conservation, collection 

and reuse systems. Real fixtures and plumbing will be 

installed in an interactive wall display to illustrate how 

property owners can safely and easily install these systems 

in their own homes and businesses. 

 

Originally schedule for June 2010, the Museum will work 

with Sustainable PG to identify a time and place for this 

exhibition in 2011. The Museum is committed to partnering 

with various community groups to bring this essential and 

practical information to the community. 

 

 

California 

Coastal 

National 

Monuments 

 

June  - December, 2010 
 

This photographic exhibition celebrates the network of 

more than 20,000 small islands rocks, exposed reefs, and 

pinnacles that provide a haven for animals and plants along 

the 1,100 miles of California Coastline. The Bureau of 

Land Management works with a wide variety of partners to 

protect this unique part of the public lands and the fragile 

ecosystems of this coastal treasure.  

 

 

PG Museum 

Science 

Illustration 

Student Show 

 

January – April, 2011 

 

The Museum’s science illustration classes taught by 

CSUMB Science Illustration Alumni showcase their 

best work. 
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Vern Yadon Gallery 

Exhibit Description Programs 

Pacific Grove 

Heritage 

Society 

 

May 1 – June 5, 2011 

 

Pacific Grove Heritage Society hosts a student photography 

contest of heritage items in Pacific Grove. This exhibition 

displays the works of these students. 

 

 

Bird Prints 

 

June 19 – September 26, 2011 

 

Held for years in the Museum Collection, the fine art series 

of hand-colored bird prints from the 1800s will be featured. 
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PERMANENT EXHIBITIONS 

 

To meet the goal of both the Pacific Grove City Council and the Museum of making the Museum a major 

attraction within three years, the Museum will begin updating the lobby and permanent gallery space. The 

following are the possible anticipated changes: 

 

1. The Museum lobby may be updated to improve the guest experience by providing: 

 a front desk for guests to be greeted by a Museum representative; 

 a space for coat check, and possible future guest checkout materials such as audio tour 

equipment, children education kits, and/or grandparent kits;  

 a common look and feel including color pallet and fonts;  

 a framework for guests to understand how the Museum is organized (Special Exhibitions to the 

left; Permanent Galleries to the right; Native Plant Garden straight ahead); and 

 an up-close view of the Museum’s mountain lion from an exhibit case in the lobby. 

 

Other objectives associated with the lobby redesign include: 

 Acknowledge Museum Supporters. 

 Announce upcoming Museum events and upcoming City of Pacific Grove meetings to be viewed 

from outside of the Museum in a professional manner (avoiding scotch taped notices on 

Museum’s front door.) 

 Dispense literature to guests. 

 Increase door donations. 

 Add to the Museum garden’s environmental art collection by moving Don Wobber’s exquisite 

jade piece into the garden. The Museum and the Wobber’s have selected the new garden location 

for the jade piece and are collaborating to implement the move. 

 Make the lobby’s new welcome desk a main focus by cleaning out existing display and exhibit 

items from the lobby. 

 

2. The Library may be moved into the current Education Room turning the library into a new exhibition 

gallery. The downstairs Education Room would become the Museum’s only education room. 

 

3. To support the City Council and the Museum’s shared goal of making the Museum a major attraction, 

the Museum anticipates updating the permanent gallery space including the mammals, bird gallery, 

butterflies, Monarchs, gems and minerals. Updates would focus on highlighting central coast bioregions 

and providing a field guide to the California Central Coast. 

 

4. Even though the smaller permanent exhibition gallery is considered permanent, the exhibits displayed in 

this room will be updated more often to provide greater rotations of Museum Collection artifacts. These 

exhibitions will focus on the evolving relationship between man and nature. 

 

5. The Museum is anticipating updating the Cetacean room’s signage and fixing broken sound buttons. 

Whereas the exhibit casing in this room has held up quite well, some of the signage has ripped off and 

needs replacing. In addition, the signage text and graphics may be updated to include Marine Protected 

Areas and consolidated to present more cohesive messaging. Some panels may be refocused to present 

interpretative themes that guests can relate to the human experience and that align with K-12 California 

Content standards (e.g., life cycle.) 

 


